Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 070688 
ORIGIN ERDA-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO OES-06 PM-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-10 OMB-01 DRC-01 /091 R 

DRAFTED BY USERDA : AI A : RWILLIT : JLB 

APPROVED BY OES/NET:DHOYLE 

USERDA:AIA:GHELFRICH 

USNRC:DORIAN 

PM/NPO: CAPT. GROSS 

CDA: H WILLIAMS 

EA/J: S ECTON 

310929Z 085744/20 

P 302341Z MAR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 070688 

PASS TO HENOCH 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TECH 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR SHIP MUTSU 
REF: A) TOKYO 7639; B) TOKYO 1579 

1 . JAPANESE REQUEST ABOUT MUTSU RAISES SERIOUS REGULATORY 
ISSUES THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED CAREFULLY BY USG, 

INCLUDING NRC. US ATOMIC ENERGY ACT REQUIRES NRC TO ISSUE 
LICENSE FOR US IMPORT AND POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR UTILIZA- 
TION FACILITY. HOWEVER, SAME ACT PROHIBITS ISSUANCE OF 
LICENSE FOR FACILITY OWNED, CONTROLLED, OR DOMINATED BY 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT OR ENTITY. THUS, THERE IS POTENTIAL 
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STATUTORY BAR TO PROPOSED ACTION THAT WOULD NEED TO BE 
SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED. EVEN IF LICENSE COULD BE ISSUED, 

ISSUANCE WOULD INVOLVE TIME CONSUMING PREPARATION OF 
SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION PROBABLY INCLUDING 
PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS. ALSO, SUITABLE INDEMNIFICATION AGREE- 
MENT WOULD HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT TO COVER POSSIBLE NUCLEAR 
INCIDENTS INVOLVING MUTSU WHILE IN US PORT. FINALLY, 
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BRINGING MUTSU INTO US PORT OTHER THAN ON US MAINLAND 
WOULD NOT SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS FOR SAME STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE. IN VIEW THESE ISSUES, WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE REPAIR IN U.S. IS OPTION TO WHICH GOJ CAN GIVE 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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